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September 25, 2003

Dear Representative Miller,

The United States Student Association is writing you in support of your Higher
Education Act Reauthorization proposals included in The College Opportunity for
All Act.  USSA is the oldest and largest national student association and has been
organizing since 1947.  On behalf of the nation’s students, we would like to thank
you for your dedication and work towards making higher education more afford-
able and accessible. Just like you, we believe that education is a right and not a
privilege.

In your proposals you have pin-pointed key issues that students have prioritized
for the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA).  In August of 2002,
students from all around the country gathered in Boulder, Colorado for the 54th
National Student Congress where they chose their HEA goals for the upcoming
reauthorization.  We would like to thank you for including some of those proposals
in your bill in order to make access to higher education a priority.

Students are very supportive of bringing back the buying power of the Pell grant,
enhancing the TRIO and GEAR UP programs, eliminating loan origination fees,
and repealing the drug provision.  We feel that these proposals will;  increase
affordability, lower student debt, preserve essential programs, and ultimately
increase student access.

Your proposals are well received by students who will be effected most by the
upcoming reauthorization.  Thank you for working to make college a true reality for
students nationally.  We look forward to working with you and helping to move this
very important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

Rebecca J. Wasserman Ajita Talwalker
President Vice President


